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Tuvalu

Hugo and Mamaua are 10 years old. One lives in abig European city, the
other in Tuvalu. Tuvalu is the world's 4" smallest country, 10 times
smaller than Paris! It's an archipelago of 9 islands east of Australiaand
north of Fiji, on the other side of the globe very far from Europe. The
inhabitants speak Tuvaluan, with an alphabet of just 16 letters! Over
the past several years, Tuvalu has been facing an ever-growing
danger-the waves have been getting taller and high tides bigger and
more frequent. The salty seawater comes up through the soil and keeps
the rainwater from filtering into the earth. The salt destroys the crops.
Trees fall over-so they no longer break the wind. Sand and soil are
carried away by the waves and the coastline is slowly but surely being
eaten away by erosion.

Because of climate change, if we don't do anything, the 11,000
Tuvaluans will soon be forced to leave their island homeland. They will
be the earth's first entire nation of climatic refugees!

Climate ¢change... what is i#?

You don't have to be a rocket scientist to understand! The average
temperature on earth is about 15°C (59°F) thanks to the greenhouse
effect. Otherwise it would be -18°C (0°F) and we wouldn't be here! To
stay warm, the earth lets the sun's rays enter the atmosphere. The rays
hitthe earth's surface and bounce back. Some are stopped by clouds or
captured by greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide. That's why we
can live comfortably on Earth. The problem is that our human activities
produce too much greenhouse gas and the planet is starting to get
really hot. That's what we call climate change. Glaciers are melting, the
sea level is rising, floods and storms are becoming more frequent. The
species which cannot adapt themselves are disappearing, and if we do
nothing, large populations will be forced to migrate from one zone to
another.

So who's to blame? All of us! ...with our airplanes, cars, factories,
agriculture, heating, air conditioning ...
Acting together, with small daily gestures, we can all help limit the

consequences of climate change and save Tuvalu...and the Tuvaluans.
Hugo, Mamaua and Sib will show you what you can do!!



What's happening +o Tuvalu
Victims of me and you
They're slowly going +o be
Under the waters of the sea

As +the waves hi* the shore
None of us ¢an ignore
Tha* Tuvalu is sinking
What are we thinking?

If you really want 1o
You can save Tuvalu
With a solemn promise
Humanity can progress

Dreams can come Frue
We can save Tuvalu
Every act we do
Is for Yhemw, is for you

(Original poem in French by Kent,
English +ranslation by Linda Cohen)
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MAMAUA HELFS HER FATHER FEED
THE ANIMALS WITH LEFTOVERS
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FOR BREAKFAST HUGH'S OLDER SISTER
LOVES SMALL FOTS OF TOGHURT AnD

TO0MUCH PALEAGING!

CEREAL FEOM SMALL INDIVIDUAL PACEET S,

ITCHING POWDER FOR
BITH OF THEM!

MAMAUA'S BROTHER HAS TAEEN TO
BOTTLED FRUT JUIVE AND FALKAGED
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THE WIND HAS FIALLY STOPFED BLOWIG
THS MOENING, THE SMALL FISHING BOATS
WERE ABLE T0 G0 0UT TOSEA, AND THE
GUPPLT SHIF WILL &5 ABLE TOLOME I TO
THE ISLAND THS EvEdine..
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IN HUGO'S DLASSROOM, IT'S LOLD EVEN
NEAT T THE RADIATOR.

FodeLY
INSULATED
WINDOWS= I TUHNG

IN TUVALU, ELECTRIATY IS PRODULED FROM

SMELLT DIESEL GENERATORS BUT MAMAUA'S
SORIOL WILL S00N HAVE SOLAR PROT OVOL T ALL
FANELS AND & WIND GENERATOR.
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[AFTER LunCH, THE TEAUHER TAKES HIGD'S
GLASS TO THE MUNICAPAL FOOTBALL FIELD.

THE FOOTBALL FIELE W FUNAFUTL IS
ACTUALLY THE MRFORT RUMWAT. THERE ARE
ONLY THREE FLIGHTS A WEEL.
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AFTER THEMATOH, UG AdD IS TEAM AT MAMAUA'S SUHOOL, A PAZTT S ORGANIZED|
MATES SPLASH EAUH OTHER IN THE TOUELEBRATE SUMMER VALATION.
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THEN, LIKE ALL UHILDREN EVERTWHERE, THET G0 AD HAVE SOME Funl. _
SPLASHING IN POOLS OF ZAINWATER FEOM
THELAST STORM.
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SHOPPING FOR CHRISTMAS CIWWEE. 0T
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FOR MAMAUA AND HER FATHER THE ARRIVAL
OF THE MONTHLY SUPEL Y SHIF IS A MAJOR

EVENT. '
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BAGE HOME AT HUG0'S HOUSE THE
REFRIGERATORIS FILLED WITH FOOD.

AT MAMAUA'S HOME T OONTANS MOSTLY |
FRESH PRODULE — FISH AND FRUITS. AnlD
BOILED RAINWATER (S0IT'S SAFE TO DRINEY.
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(T'S A SUHOOL HOLIDAY, S0 THIS EvaniNG MAMAUA HELPS HER MOT HER PREPARE
RGO FLATS WITH HIS VIDED GAMES. DISHES FOR THE EVENING FATELE ¢
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Hugd AND MAMALA SEEM T HAVE TWO DIFFERENT LIVES BUT THET ALSO HAVE ALOT IN
COMMON. THEY B0TH LILE WA T HING FLMS OW TV,
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A DVD ELATER?
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THELATEST

THEEW [T AWAY?

HARRYPOTTER BUT WHERE? T0U LIVE
EAH, U 0LD VIDED Ol A SMALL ISLAND,
UASSETTE RELIRDER THERE'S NO ROOM FOR

CION T WoRE ANTMORE,

A TEASH DUMF...
SOWE THREWIT
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OW THE ROADSIDE, 1% MONTHS!
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IF We DON'T REDUCE QUR EXERGY
CONSUMPTION THE GREENHOUSE

THE SEALEVEL...

Al
TUVALUWILL

DISAPFEAR
UNDEE THE
WAVES,

EFFELT WILL UONTINUE TORAISE

TOUR COUNTET wiLL

N0 LONGER ENIST. ME AND MY PEOFLE
TOULL ¥AWE TOMONVE § WILL #E THE
SOMEWHERE ELSE. J| FRST LLIMATIL

REFUGEES!

MAMAUA, | PROMISE Y0U THAT (LL
LONVINGE MY FRIENDS TO HEL?
TUVALU SUEYVIVE!

BVERTE00T Il THE WORLD: LOOK AT ALITTLE FLALE LIEE TUVALL...
LENOW TOUNBED TO DEVELOF TOUR OWN RESOURLES BUT THERE
MUST ALSO BE A THOUGHT ABOUT 0THERS IN THE PAUIFIL, THE
LOW LTING ISLANDS, NOT OnLY I THE PACAFIL BUT ELSEWHERE

AND IF T0U MAKE THE SAME FROMISE
T00, TOGETHER WE LAN DOIT!

TIUST UANT BELIEVE THATILL HAVE TO LEAVE THE LOUNTEY..
THAT TUVALU COULD SINE... | DONT BVER WANT TO LEAVE MT HOME (S LAND.
LLOVE TUVALU. AT L.WANT T0 &6 HERE ALL MY LIFE..

TOU'LL SEE IT'S ANIVE PLAGE BUT VEZT SOON T0U WON'T SEE ANTTHING

N THE WOLLD.
THERE'S NO PLAVE LIKE HOME, NEVER MIND WHAT WE HAVE HERE (K OW
THE PLAVE IS EIND 0F GOING UNDER BUT JUST LOME AND VISIT AND

WITHOUT SNOREELING GEAR.



THE GREEN PAGE

Rainwater reservoirs: you can collect rainwater in these reservoirs to use for
drinking, bathing, washing dishes or clothes.

Containers: these are big waste bins used for separating different kinds of
waste,

New energies: animal waste (manure) can be used to generate energy. All one
needs to do is put it into a container (digester). While fermenting, clean methane
gasis produced which can run all kinds of things: cars, electrical generators, etc.

Composting: the peels of vegetables and fruits can feed the soil in your garden.
Make a big heap or put them in a big container, turn regularly over for several
weeks, then place the mix at the base of the plants. They love it!

Wind generator:it's the modern version of wind mills. It's composed of a mast
and three blades which are rotated by the wind, producing electricity.

Solar photovoltaic panels: the solar panels, often placed on roof tops of
houses, use the sun rays to produce electricity.

Solar thermal panels: these panels use the suns rays to directly or indirectly
heat water.

The sun, the wind, rivers, oceans, vegetables and the earth's heat are all
inexhaustible sources of non-polluting and renewable energy.

Climatic refugees:Mamaua's homeland is in danger of disappearing under the
sea because of the impact of climate change She will have to leave her island and
will become one of the first climatic refugees. Many countries with low-lying areas
are threatened such as the Maldives, Bangladesh, the Netherlands, Brazil, parts

of the US and Canada, etc.

Dld you know 2

a compact fluorescent lamp consumes 5 times less electricity and can last 8
times longer than an incandescent lamp

» household electrical appliances labeled as "highly energy efficient” consume
up to 5 times less electricity than the others

« covering a saucepan while boiling water consumes 3 to 4 times less fuel

« everywhere in the world, billions and billions of plastic bags pollute lands and
coasts; they kill the marine mammals and birds and need 450 years to
disappear

« 40% of the inhabitants of the earth do not have access to clean drinking
water-water is precious...
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Gestures

Together we can save the earth.

How? To lower the impact of climate change,
we have to reduce our energy consumption:
save hot water, reduce heating and cooling
and electricity use. You too can act.

Choose at least 3 gestures from the 5 in the

list below, include them in your "promise” list, |

and send it with a drawing for the Tuvaluan
children to:

Alofa Tuvalu
30 rue Philippe Hecht
75019 Paris FRANCE

1. 1 turn off lights and fans when leaving
the room; | make sure that the appliances
are switched off whennotinuse.

2. | use natural light and ventilation
whenever possible; | think of making
sure the refrigerator door is closed
properly.

3. | take a quick shower instead of a bath
and use hot water only when | really need
it.

4. | respect the principle of the 3 R's: |
Reduce packaging; | Reuse (by writing
on both sides of paper, for example); |
Recycle; and | separate my wastes and
puttheminthe righttrash receptacle

5. | make short trips on foot or by bicyde
and | insist on taking public transport
wheneverit's possible,

Finally, and this is very important, explain
to your parents, your friends, your
teachers all that you have learned in this
cartoon book so that, like you, they also
commit themselves to protecting the
planet!

Promise

| promise to help Hugo and Mamaua to
save the planet by making the following
gestures:

1.
2.
3.
Wi MOZE 1T L HIN G
FOWDER IF Tau
MY NAME:
MY ADDRESS:

MY TELEPHONE NUMBER:

MY E-MAIL ADDRESS:



My drawing

UT HERE. .

You have 1o ac#!

Drawing and scenario: Kent

Story: Gilliane Le Gallie, Fanny Héros
Colours: Christine Couturier

Lay-out: Line Lavesque

With the participation of: Isabelle Clostre, Alix Graillot,
Raphaélle Margail, Patricia Clary, Lizbeth Berger and
Antonin Benjamin

Translation from French to English: Brahmanand Mohanty,
Christopher Horner, Linda Cohen

Thanks to: Yves Leers, Dominique Campana, Claire
Bonneville, Laetitia Ragot, le Secrétaire Permanent
pour le Pacifique, Le Joar de la Terre, le Journal des
Enfants, and all the Tuvaloans!

Our Planetr Under Water!
Let's save Tuvalu and all island

nations
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